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www.wfri.org           @womensfundriFollow us! 



What a year 2021 was. Despite decades of efforts, all women, and particularly Black and Brown women,
faced wage, wealth, and health gaps that persist because of the systems we have place. COVID-19 and the

resulting “she-cession” led to an economic crisis that shined a spotlight on these gender and racial gaps. 
 

Women’s Fund of Rhode Island’s mission is to achieve gender equity through systemic change. Our work is
driven by our vision statement, which imagines a community, nation, and world free of gender and racial bias

and where social justice exists for all. Our advocacy work, largely successful at the state level, focused on
women’s economic security and reproductive health access, while continuing to fight for expansions to civic

participation and representation.
 

We celebrated our 20th anniversary through a virtual Women Leading Change Celebration. The event was
bittersweet as we honored and remembered our founder, Simone Joyaux, who passed earlier in the year. We
continue to fight for the social justice ideals she set forth when she launched Women’s Fund of Rhode Island

and invite you to do the same.
 

Sincerely,
Kelly Nevins, CEO

 

2021 AT A GLANCE

WFRI trained 1,000 people to advocate for themselves and their community through our #IamRemarkable,
Salary Negotiation and Advocacy 101 workshops. 

 
In August, we partnered with VoteRunLead to train 45 women to run for office. The “Run As You Are” session
showed women how to translate their passion, experiences, and drive into political power. Of those, 13 are

running for office and 25 indicated that they planned to run for office in the future.
 

WFRI welcomed 15 new fellows to our Women’s Policy Institute. Together with community advocates, they
worked to pass the Perinatal Doula Health Insurance Coverage Age. They also supported the work of the

previous cohort by working on Preventing Source of Housing Income Discrimination. 



STAFF 
 

Kelly Nevins • Chief Executive Officer
Ellie Brown • Development & Operations Director 

Mischa Downing • Communications & Outreach Coordinator 
Paula Hodges • Women’s Policy Institute Facilitator (Consultant)

Amanda Larson • Development Director
Angela McCalla • Policy & Advocacy Program Director

 Imogene Johnson, Brynn McGlinchey, Samara Pinto • Interns
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Beverly Wiley • Zankhana Bateman • Claire Carrabba • Kelly Kincaid • Maryellen Butke 
 Christina Castle • Diane Crosby • Joanne Daly • Diya Das • Kathy Gagne • Kim Lee • Kevin

Matta • Emily Sack • Jessica Shelton • Lysa Teal • Sandra Victorino
 

PAVING THE
WAY
FOR A MORE
EQUITABLE 
RHODE 
ISLAND

Tribute to Simone Joyaux, Founder
 

Sadly, we lost Simone Joyaux in May of 2021. Back in 2000 when she founded WFRI, Simone had a
message: “For women and girls in Rhode Island, the playing field isn’t level yet. But it could be, with
your help. That’s the call to action. Asking you and me and others to act now, to fight for equity for

women." 
 

Simone was a force for gender and racial equity, social justice, and philanthropy, in Rhode Island
and around the world. Through our work, Simone envisioned a community, nation, and world that is
free of gender bias and where social justice exists for all. She knew it wouldn't come easy and that

it would require that we change systems in order to create real change. We miss you, Simone!

 

 



In 2021, WFRI staff, volunteers and community activists worked to pass critical legislation around the following: 

P O L I C Y    S P O T L I G H T 

FAIR PAY INCREASING THE
MINIMUM WAGE

PREVENTING SOURCE 
OF INCOME HOUSING 

DISCRIMINATION

FREE FEMININE HYGIENE
PRODUCTS IN PUBLIC

SCHOOLS & PRISONS   

NURSING HOME 
STAFFING 

& QUALITY CARE

PROHIBITING GENDER
RATING IN HEALTH

INSURANCE PRODUCTS

PERINATAL DOULA
HEALTH INSURANCE

COVERAGE

PROTECTING 
EXPLANATION

OF HEALTH BENEFITS
INFORMATION



SISTA Fire ($10,000)- Support for reproductive justice work centered on the experience of working-class
womxn of color and disrupting the norms of white supremacy culture, by building a network for doulas and

birthworkers of color. sistafireri.org

Sojourner House ($10,000)- Support for intimate partner violence prevention education for youth, teaching
about the dynamics of healthy relationships, promoting self-respect within relationships and warning signs of
abusive relationships at DelSesto Middle School, Nathanael Greene Middle School and Cranston High School

West. sojournerri.org

RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence ($10,000)- Support for Advocates of Color Leadership
Development to Advance Economic Justice Initiative, providing strategies to enhance leadership skills and
professional development opportunities delivered by and designed for women of color and to increase the

number of advocates of color engaged in policy advocacy related to economic justice. ricadv.org

Center for Women & Enterprise ($10,000)- Support for Spanish language entrepreneurship and business
planning training. cweonline.org

SEIU Education & Support Fund ($10,000)- Support for business courses for 30 family child care providers
based on the model of All Our Kin, to increase understanding by family child care providers of best business
practices, improving financial practices and enhancing the efficiency of their programs. seiueducation.org

Rhode Island for Community & Justice ($5,453)- Support for Young Women's Equity Council to establish a
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion training and mentoring program and ensure there is a cohort of women of color

who are enthusiastic and qualified to fill open DEI roles right out of college. ricj.org

Planned Parenthood of Southern New England ($4,547)- Support for the Coalition for Reproductive
Freedom to focus on legislative activities related to reproductive justice, including the Equality in Abortion

Coverage Act, Doula Reimbursement Act, No Co-pay for Birth Control and RI Parentage Equality Act.
plannedparenthood.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW DO WE FUND GENDER EQUITY
THROUGH SYSTEMIC CHANGE?

2021 GRANT RECIPIENTS

$900,000 DISTRIBUTED TO GENDER LENS PROGRAMMING SINCE 2001

$60,000 DISTRIBUTED IN 2021 SYSTEMS CHANGE IDEAS THAT WORK TO LEVEL THE
PLAYING FIELD FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS IN RHODE ISLAND

https://sistafireri.org/
http://www.sojournerri.org/
http://www.ricadv.org/en/
https://cweonline.org/
https://www.seiueducation.org/
https://www.ricj.org/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-southern-new-england


Individual Donors & Volunteers
 

Erica Busillo Adams • Lorne Adrain • Kim Ahern • Representative Edith Ajello • Sarah Alexander • Tad Ames • Suzan Amoruso • James Amspacher •
Christian Andrade • Alicia Anthony • Peri Ann Aptaker • Anonymous • Victoria Armstrong • Mary-Kim Arnold • Jessica Barry • Patrick Barry • Sierra

Barter Terry • Zankhana Bateman • Barbara Baum • Carol Anne Beach • Laura Beauvais • Ashely Belanger • Carolyn Belisle • Morganna Beltre • Tina
Benik • Teri Bennett • John Bennetts • Larry Berman • James Berson • Alana Bibeau • Kevin Blake • Susan Bosco • Jennifer Bose • Steven Boudreau •
Courtney Bourns • Shari Boyd • Deborah Brayton • Laura Bridge • Carrie Bridges Feliz • Jacob N.S. Brier • Katie Broach • Ellie Brown • Melissa Brown
• Steven Brown • Mary Brumbach • Anita Bruno • Max Bulger • Tamara Burman • Maryellen Butke • Margaret Butler • Roberta Butler & Bott Ikeler •

Mary Kate Byrne • Suzanne Caldeira • Meredith Carlone • Anne Carlson • Paula Carmichael • Claire Carrabba • Nancy Carriuolo • Representative
Liana Cassar • Christina Castle • Mary Chace • Stephanie Chafee • Siddhika Chunchuwar • Senator Frank A Ciccone III • Congressman David Cicilline •

Alexis Clasca • Brenda Clement • Maggie Cohn • Patricia Cole • Marcia Coné • Jonathan Conklin • Anne Connor • Ralph Coppola • Casey Crider •
Diane Crosby • Barbara Van Sciver Crouchley • Bonzala Cuervo • Tracey Dalton • Joanne Daly • Judith Danforth • Lew Davies • Gail Davis • Priscilla De
La Cruz • Betsy De leiris • Juana De Los Santos • Susan Diaz Killenberg • Miki Dickinson • The DiFolco Family • Dennis DiPrete • Janice DiPrete • Karrie
DiSanto • Bryce DuBois • Virginia Duiven • Bill Dukes • Hailee Dun • Kathleen Durfee • Judy Dworin • Luann Edwards • Elaine Fain • Malcolm Farmer
III • Rilwan Feyisitan • Nick Figueroa • Linda Finn • Kyra Finnegan • Nathalie Fortier • Gregory Fox • Lisa Franchetti • Naglaa Gaafar • Kathy Gagne •
Adam Gardiner • Meaghan Giansiracusa • Gayle Gifford • Jenna Giguere • Jill Glickman • Carol Golden • Chris Gordon • Krystal Ham • Art Handy •

John & Mary-Helen Handy • Nijah Hardmon • Erich E. Haslehurst • Alan Hassenfeld • Brooke Havens • Lisa Hawthorne • Hannah Tessitore Hazelton •
Beverly Herbert • Steve Herlich • Kris Hermanns & Merri Baldwin • Linda Hines •Susannah Holloway • Mary Hughes • Robert & Linda Hughes • Doria

Izzi • Thomas Jacobellis • Petra Jenkins • Belinda Johnson • Simone Joyaux & Tom Ahern • Steven Kahan • Marilyn Katz • Judith Kaye • Mary Keen •
Angela Kemp • Danielle Kemsley • Susan Kenny • Lisa Kerr • Margaret Kerr • Kelly Kincaid • Mara Henderson King • James Kingston • Rebecca Kislak •
Jeff Knoop • Mary Kay Koreivo • Daria Kreher • Pauline Krekorian Ttee • Alan Krinsky • Sandra Krupp • Tracy Kubricky • Linda Kushner • Nicole Lagace

• Bruce & Mindy Lane • Sally Lapides • Amanda Larson • Jennifer Lawless • Kim Lee • Gina Renzulli Lemay • Barbara Levy • Lindsay Lieberman •
Damian Lima • Millie Lukens • Linda S. Lulli • Kate Lyons • State Treasurer Seth Magaziner • Maureen Maigret • Robin Main • Gertrude Mandeville •
Judy Mann • Lysa Teal & Peter Marino • John Marion • Susann Mark • Beth Marootian • Heather Martin • Vincent Marzullo • Kristen Masse • Kevin

Matta • Susan McCalmont • Jenny McDermott • Erin McGinn • Rose McHale • Edward McPherson • Helen Mederer • Sam & Judy Merra • Anita
Milham • Anne Miller • Senator Josh Miller • Pat Moriarty • Maria Murcia-Lopez • Greg Nemes • Catherine Nestrick • Kelly Nevins • Dianne Newman •
Ray Nuñez • Craig O'Connor • Kerry Ann O'Connor • Barbara O'Reilly • Cynthia Osmanski • Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pagano • Alyson Panzarella • Alexandra
Pastor • Gwen Paxon • Deborah Perry • Samantha Pezza • Jill Pfitzenmayer • Mark Phillips • Victoria Picinich • Kalia Pimental • Guisela Pinto • Amila

Powers • Sydney Montstream-Quas • Kathryn Quina • Betina Ragless • Adam & Tracey Ramos • Jeffrey Ramos • Reuben Reich • Marcy Reyes •
Jennifer Rice • Sarah Richardson • Rebecca Riley • Lucy Rios • Susan Rittscher • Mike Ritz • Nancy Roberts • Dr. Pablo Rodriguez • Elizabeth Rogers •
Angela Romans • Helen Rosario • Betsy Ross • Jill Rounds • Representative Deborah Ruggiero • Pete Rumsey • Carole Rylander • Bonnie Ryvicker •
Emily Sack • Lisa Sargent • Sue Schade • Etie-Lee Schaub • Brian Schmedinghoff • Carol Scott • Representative Mary Ann Shallcross-Smith • Carol
Shelton • Jessica Shelton • Mary Jane Silva • Barbara Slover • Norma Smayda • Brett Smiley • Patricia Smith • Stacy Smith • Mary Ann Sorrentino •

Representative June Speakman • Lorén Spears • Linda Spencer • Jocelyn Stanfield • William C. Stone • Claudia Swain • Judy Tabar • Francis Tabela •
Kisa Jo Takesue • Nanako Tamaru • Ralpha Tavares • Ann Taylor • Louise Tetreault • Steve Thomas • Elizabeth Thompson Weiner • O. Rogeriee

Thompson • Amanda Tirocchi • Jill Tobak • Sheldon Townsend • Augustus Uht • Diane Ursillo • Heidi Vazquez • Sandra Victorino • Lori Viner • Arlene
Violet • Chris Vitale • Nondas Hurst Voll • Vanessa Volz • Mary Brooks Wall • Lauren Watka Atwood • Michael Watkinson • Karen Weavill • John Wesly

• Congressman Sheldon Whitehouse • Linda Whitford • Theresa Wild • Bev Wiley • Samantha Wilner • Don E. Wineberg • Susan Winter • Connie
Worthington • Trenton E. Wright, Jr. • Myrth York • Jackie Zannini • Danielle Zavada • Tammy Zonker

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 VOLUNTEERS AND
DONORS. YOU MAKE SYSTEMS CHANGE POSSIBLE!

Corporate, Foundation & In-Kind Donors
 

Amica Companies Foundation •  Apponaug Brewing Company • Association of Fundraising Professionals- CT Chapter • B Street Foundation •  
Bank of America Matching Gifts Program •  BankNewport • BayCoast Bank •  Blithewold Mansion • Blue Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Island •

Bodhi Spa •  Boston Harbor Distillery • Brave Daughters PVD • Bronca • Brown Medicine • Centreville Bank • Charity on Top •  City of
Providence • Coastal 1 Credit Union • Cox Communications •Delta Dental of Rhode Island • Department of Arts, Culture and Tourism • Dr.
Dorothy F. Donnelly Endowment Fund • Dugas Ethier Charitable Fund • Evolve Apothecary and Spa •  Feast and Fettle • Feminist Press •
Hasbro Children's Hospital Division of Critical Care • Henry Bear's Park • Hinckley Allen • Hope L. and David M. Hirsch Fund • IGT • Island

Foundation • J.P. Morgan Chase • Knead Doughnuts • La Gondola • Launch Trampoline Park • Law Office of William J. Conley, Jr. • League of
Women Voters • Maggie Stern Stitches • Matunuck Oyster Bar • McLaughlin & Moran, Inc. • Morgan Stanley • Navigant Credit Union •

Neighborhood Health Plan • Nordson Corporation Foundation • Ocean House • Office of Diversity, Equity and Opportunity • Office of U.S.
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse • Olive del Mondo • Papillon Jaune Salon • Picerne NFP Housing • Planned Parenthood of Southern New

England • Providence Athenaeum • Providence Plantations Club Memorial • RDW Group • Residential Properties • Ress Family Foundation •
Rhode Island Foundation • RI Medical Women's Association • RI Spirits • RISD Museum •  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation • Rockland Trust

Charitable Foundation • Schwab Charitable •Seven Stars Bakery • Sin Bakery • Social Enterprise Greenhouse • South County Museum •
Stephen Hassenfeld 1984 Trust • The Block Island Ferry • The Industrious Spirit Company • The Irish Partnership • The Loring Wolcott &

Coolidge Charitable Trust • The Steel Yard • The Washington Trust Company
 


