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A LETTER FROM OUR CEO

Hello all-

2023 was an exciting year for the Women's Fund of Rhode Island. After
years of work, we helped to pass legislation giving better access to
reproductive health services, helped protect funding for RI's fragile
childcare infrastructure, and continued to address Rl's housing crisis for
our state's most vulnerable populations. Our Women’s Well-Being Index
moved to a new platform that allows easier updates from Census data,
and it continues to share the hard truths of how well women compare
with men in every city and town throughout RI in the categories of health
and safety, economic security, education, and political empowerment.
Our staff and board continue to grow, which increases the reach of our
iImpact on gender equity in the state. Together, we completed a new
strategic plan that includes plans for expanding programming to younger
women. We are so excited about the year ahead!

It is my honor to have a part in making a better future for RI's women and
girls. None of this is possible without our network of advocacy volunteers,
the Women's Policy Institute fellows and alumni network, board
members, funders, and donors. In short, none of this is possible without

YOU. Thank you! o
In Solidarity,

K oo
Kelly Nevins, CEO
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2023 Financial Report
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2025

500,000+ Rhode Islanders were impacted through grant making,
legislation, and direct engagement.

759 Individuals were trained in advocacy, gender-lens giving,
equitable workplaces, and salary negotiation.

14 Women graduated from the Women'’s Policy Institute.

18 Women were welcomed into the new class.

We granted

$63,565 to seven (7) local nonprofits working on reproductive freedom, women's economic security,
and civic engagement.

We received

the Advocacy Achievement Award from the Paid Leave Coalition for our advocacy work that helped to
pass the Temporary Caregiver's Insurance Act in 2013 and our continued work with expanding paid
leave (pictured above: Kelly Nevins and Angela Lima receiving the award).

We advocated

for 31 bills and passed 4, including the Equality in Abortion Coverage Act, codified Affordable Care Act
provisions for no co-pay birth control or bans on pre-existing conditions, Pharmacists Prescribing Birth
Control, and Funding for Pre-K classrooms.

We produced

policy briefs on Health, Education, Economic Security, Housing, Political Empowerment, and Access to
Abortion Care.

WOMEN'’S
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SPOTLIGHT ON RESEARCH

*

+ ‘

21,520 Individuals viewed a Providence /\ N
Business News article on women in the /

workforce, post-pandemic, which “Having worked in a company in

included WFRI's research and quoted Providence that did not adhere to
equal pay for women, | am a big
supporter of Women'’s Fund of
Rhode Island for its efforts to
advocate on behalf of women who

Kelly Nevins.

research that WFRI shares on the el PEISE I =i I s Salie
) professional role.”
website. -Ruth D
WFRI's research, along with CEO Kelly | currently workat a local credit
union. Every day, | see the inequities

Nevins, was quoted in numerous that confront women in the financial

. .. part of their lives. Women’'s Fund of
articles, podcasts, and television RS e e RS R e

programs including The Rhode Island  BESSERAEENUEREECERT
word on how important their

Current, WPRI, and the Jim Vincent mission is. The Women'’s Well-Being
Index has shone a light on the
Show. discrepancies in pay and equality.”
- Diane C.

Median Earnings of Females by Educational Attainment
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Spotlight on Advocacy

WFRI Advocated for 31 Bills and

Helped to Pass the Following:

1. Equality in Abortion
Coverage Act

2. Codification of the
Affordable Care Act
Protections, including
banning co-pays for birth
control and ensuring
coverage for pre-existing
conditions

3. $7M in the state budget
to prevent the closure of
Pre-K Classrooms
(impacting 1,438 children)

4. Pharmacists Prescribing
Birth Control

218,811 RHODE
ISLANDERS
WILL BE

IMPACTED BY
THESE BILLS!

“Like me, countless women in Rhode
Island have benefitted from the policy and
advocacy work of the Women'’s Fund of
Rhode Island. Their work was key in
motivating me to run for Secretary of
State in 2014."

- Nellie Gorbea, Former Secretary of
State

“As a physician, | am particularly
interested in advocating for policies that
ensure access to mental health and
reproductive health services. The
Women's Fund of Rl has had an important
impact on my life. | am a graduate of the
Women's Policy Institute. This program
taught me the communication and
advocacy skills | needed to advocate for
gender equity at the state house.”
-Susan K, MD

“The Women's Fund'’s work to strengthen
the leadership pipeline of women into
state and local government alone is worth
the investment--it's critically important to
engage and equip the next generation of
women leaders, and the whole Ocean
State will benefit from more passionate,
qualified women choosing careers in
public service.”

- Nancy C, Alliance for Nonprofit Impact
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SPOTLIGHT ON GRANT MAKING

WFRI funded 7 local nonprofits with a total of $63,565 in +
grant money for their continued work in the areas of r
reproductive freedom, women’s economic security, and
civic engagement. 2023 was the 2nd year in our 2-year _— R
grant cycle. /

*

Exciting developments include:

$9,800 to the RI Black Business Association (RIBBA) which supported
career coaching and financial planning. Indirectly, this grant assisted Dr.
Joke Alesh, DMD & MPH, as she opened her Marigold Dental Studio in
Providence. Dr. Alesh was a mentee in RIBBA's Leadership Equity
Accelerated Pathway (LEAP), a free 5-month mentorship program with a
mission to train and develop all youth of color through their academic and
career goals.

$10,000 to the RI Working Families Party funded their advocacy work,
especially regarding childcare. The introduction of Bill H-6122 marked a
critical milestone in their legislative efforts. At the same time, the launch of
childcare4allri.org was a major step forward. This website serves as a hub
for their childcare campaign, offering detailed information about their
goals, strategies, and how the community can get involved. It features not
just the legislation, but also a quick summary of the bill, and paths for
organizations and individuals to get involved. The launch of the site also
included a new public branding, a separate email list, and a separate
petition—each will be put to work throughout 2024. Their online petition
in particular will continue to be the first path folks take in joining the
campaign, with over 100 names so far.

$7,500 to HousingWorks RI helped to fund an infographic that examines
how women are impacted by rates of poverty, housing cost burdens, and
living with a disability. Looking at how women (52% of Rl's population) fare
in Rhode Island to housing, HousingWorks Rl aims to bring more
awareness to this topic and educate policymakers on how they can
continue to work towards a Rhode Island in which communities embrace
a variety of housing choices so that residents, regardless of income, can
live in healthy, quality homes in vibrant and thriving neighborhoods.
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Our 2023 Team

Staff: Board Members:

Kelly Nevins, Chief Executive Bev Wiley, Chair

Officer Susan Rittscher, Vice Chair

Angela Lima, Policy & Advocacy Claire Carrabba, Treasurer

Program Director Kelly Kincaid, Secretary & Grant Review
Erin Wood, Development Director Chair

Cat Scott, Communications & Emily Sack, Governance Chair
Outreach Director Susan Killenberg, MD, Policy & Advocacy
Ashley Fateiger, Communications Chair

and Outreach Manager Christina Castle, Events Co-Chair
Chelsea Scholl, Special Projects Adam Ramos, Events Co-Chair

Manager
Natalie Chasten, Intern
Andrea Gruttadauria, Intern

Maryellen Butke
Carmen Diaz-Jusino
Kathy Gagne
Jessica Shelton

Lysa Teal

Sandra Victorino

Volunteers: Mike Gianfrancesco
Jordan Banick Paula Hodges
Megan Bell Lisa Jones

Marcela Betancur Susan Kostas

Liz Bettis MaryKay Korievo

Patricia Lyons-Bousquet

Anita Bruno

Tamara Burman

Mary-Kate Byrne

Bryant University MGT201 Students
Elana Caparco

Susan Clark

Aimee Davidson

Jessica DeJesus

Juana De Los Santos

Jody Lisberger

Carie Ferreira McGrane
Ana Martins

Michelle Mooney

Sarah Murray

David & Cortney Nicolato
Alex Pastor

Samara Pinto

Jessica Purcell

Linda Shaw

Faith Figura Etie-Lee Schaub
Linda Finn June Speakman
Kat Gabriele Lori Viner

woMEN’sfund
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Thank You to our 2023 Corporate
Donors & Grant Funders

Adler Pollock & Sheehan

Amica Companies Foundation

B Street Foundation

Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
BayCoast Bank

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Island
Brown Medicine

Carpenters Union Local 330

Child Care Consultants & Facilities Management

City Building and Engineering Services
City of Providence

Coastal 1 Credit Union

commonkFont

Cox Communications

Department of Health

Downes Construction Company

Dr. Dorothy F. Donnelly Endowment Fund
Employee Community Services Association
Governor's Workforce Investment Board
IGT

Ink Fish Books

Island Foundation

Jacobs

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island

woMEN’s fund
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Johnson & Wales University

Long Live Beerworks

Navigant Credit Union

Newfound Associates

Papitto Opportunity Connection
Providence Plantations Club Memorial
Ress Family Foundation
Residential Properties

Rhode Island Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Southland Communications, Inc.
The Prospect Hill Foundation

The Washington Trust Company
United Way of Rhode Island
Waterson Terminal Services

Women's Funding Network
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Thank You to our 2023

Rele Abiade

Kim Ahern

Tom Ahern

Idrees Ajakaiye
Alpha Sigma Tau-Delta
lota

Sheryl Amaral
Gregg Amore
Suzan AmMoruso
Donnie Anderson
Kayla Arruda

Kim Barker
Jessica Barry
Sierra Barter Terry
Zankhana Bateman
Carol Anne Beach
Laura Beauvais
Carol Belair
Carolyn Belisle
Elizabeth Benestad
Nancy Benoit
Aline Binyungu
Amy Blais Malloy
Debbie Block
Courtney Bourns
Jennifer Boylan
Cordelia Brady
Tosca Braun
Lindsey Brickle
Adam Brown
Catherine Brown
Steven Brown
Maryellen Butke
Roberta Butler
Mary Kate Byrne
Adele Carlson
Paula Carmichael
Nancy Carriuolo
Becka Carroll
Liana Cassar

Kait Castillo
Christina Castle
Mary Chace

Dara Chadwick
Paul and Libba Choquette
Faith ChybowskKi
Frank A. Ciccone lll
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Individual Donors

Mary Clark

Patricia Cole

Helene Comer

Anne Connor
Kristina Contreras-Fox
Janet Cooper Nelson
Angelyne Cooper
Terri-Denise Cortvriend
Lynn J. Corwin
Madeleine Costa
Mary Cruz

Mary C. Cummings
Tracey Dalton
Joanne Daly

Diya Das

Ramsey Davis

Elda Dawber
Michelle DePlante
Henriette Derbyshire
Susan Diaz Killenberg M.D.
Carmen Diaz-Jusino
Julie DiBari

Cristina DiChiera
Miki Dickinson

Dana DiMarco
Thomas DiSanto
Scott Divona

Susan R. Donovan
Susan Doris

Ann (Nancy) Drury
Lisa Duan

Elizabeth Duggan
Virginia Dunleavy
Elizabeth Durand
Christy Durant
Melissa Emidy
Sandra Enos

Lisa Faille

Barry Fain

Malcolm Farmer Il
Susan Feeley
Michael Fein Ph.D.
Linda Finn

Rachel Flum

Helena Foulkes
Mary Fournier

Ginny Fox

Catherine Fury

Jill Fury

Gayle Gifford

Jenna Giguere

Emily Gilcreast

Ashley Gingerella O'Shea
Amy GClass

Jodi Glass

Sara Glickman

Gabirielle Godino

Carol Golden

Roberta and David Goldsmith
Nancy Green

Jadey Hagiwara

Carolyn Hanigan
Hannah Harris

Laura Hart

Lisa Hawthorne

Hannah Tessitore Hazelton
Jarrod Hazelton

Denise E. Hempe

Nan Heroux

Lauren Hill

Sarah Hilton

Linda Hines

Paula Hodges and Fardis
Najafifard

Anne Holland

Gail Holmes

Hope L. and David M. Hirsch
Fund

Emily Howe

Lynn Hughes

Robert Hughes

Peter Hunt

Aryana Huskey

Michael Ice

Adam Isaacs-Falbel
James L. McGuire Elementary
School

Petra Jenkins

Alina Joharjian

Jennie Johnson

Lisa Jones

Judith Kaye

Mary Keen

Susan Kelley
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Ellen Kellner

Dwayne Keys

Kelly Kincaid

Mara Henderson King
Jessie Kingston

Emily Kloeblen
Kathleen Kloeblen
Jason Knight

Melissa Kollitides
MaryKay Koreivo
Susan Kostas

Jane Koster

Alan Krinsky

Sandra Krupp
Lynette Labinger
Martha Langer

Tina Langill

Scott Lapham

Audra Lavoie

David Leach
Jacqueline Lehr

Mary Leite

Kassie Lindley
Anastassia Lindo
Jody Lisberger
Christopher & Michelle Little
Nicholas Liu

Ellen A. Lopresti
Michelle Loranger
Linda S. Lulli

Mary Ellen Lynch
Seth Magaziner
Maureen Maigret
Robin Main

Gertrude Mandeville
Judy Mann

Lysa Teal and Peter Marino
Kimberly Marion
Markstone Family Charitable
Foundation

Tiffany Martin

Ana Martins

Vincent Marzullo
Kevin Matta

Joel Maxwell

Joanne Maxwell-Barbarito
Sylvia Mburu

Lauren McCombs
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Olivia McCullough
Kelley McShane
Helen Mederer
Michael Metivier
Zack Mezera
Brendan Mitchell
Shellie Moniz
Margaux Morisseau
Amy Moses

Sarah Murray

Marilyn Myrow

Nikki Navta
Weayonnoh Nelson-Davies
Greg Nemes

Kelly Nevins

Dianne Newman
David and Cortney Nicolato
Kate Niles

Janice O'Kelley

Emily Olson

Christine Pellegri
Raquel Perez
Victoria Picinich

Josh Pomplun

Sarah Prak

Sydney Montstream-Quas
Lisa Raiola

Adam Ramos

Lisa Ranglin

Parrish Ravelli

Maria Recalde
Samantha Richard Domizlaff
Sarah Richardson
Mimo Gordon Riley
David Ritacco

Susan Rittscher
Nancy Roberts
Robinson+Cole
Elizabeth Rodgers
Jennifer Romano
Helen Rosario

Judith Rosenstein
Christina Rourke
Katherine Royce
Dominick J. Ruggerio
Deborah Ruggiero

Rykat Fund

Bonnie Ryvicker
Emily Sack

Edward Sarti

Sue Schade
Etie-Lee Schaub
Jo-Ann Schofield
Amy Schoonmaker
Dianna Shaw
Linda Shaw

Deb Shuster

Jen Silbert

Mary Jane Silva
Paula Silva
Rebecca Silver
Suzannah Skolnik-Smith
Barbara Slover
Sherwood and Mary Small
Norma Smayda
Priyanka Solanky
June Speakman
Amy Stack

Louise Swanson
Jessica Sylver
Jennifer Sylvia
Francis E. Tabela Jr.
Annie Talbot

Ann Taylor
Elizabeth Thompson Weiner
Jill Tobak
Augustus Uht
Linda Ujifusa
Bridget Valverde
Sandra Victorino
Kelly Villanueva
Lori Viner

Arlene Violet

Mary Brooks Wall
Karen Weavill
Osmond Weekes
John Wesley
Katherine West
Sarah Whitehouse
Beverly Wiley

Jan Williams
Stephanie Williams
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John Wise ° '
ar wir Keep Up with WFRI
Shannon Wittwer WI ¢
Ariana Wohl

Thomas Wojick

Carol Worth o
Connie Worthington

Robyn Worthington Follow us on all platforms!
Suzanne Wyatt

Julia Wyman @Womensfundri
Joseph Yoffa

Victoria Zhu

Rosanne Zimmerman

Subscribe to our newsletter at:

www.wfri.org/stay-updated/

A NI,

Equality in Abortion Coverage Act Advocates

Women's Policy Instit

woMEN's fund
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