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ALVA VANDERBILT BELMONT
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“‘*r'm*rwr Belmont was a well-known suffragist and
was popularly known as a feminist and sc cial fi@ﬁ"
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CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN

Bc:urn in Hartﬁf:trd CT, Perkins Gilman attended RISD for a time.

In 1898, Perkins published W@men and Emnamfcs a manifesto

that attracted great attentlﬂn and was translated into seven

languages. In a radical call for economic independence for

women, she dissected romanticized contemporary ideas of

womanhood and motherhood. Human Work (1904) continued

the arguments of Women and Economics. Later books include

What Diantha Did (1910) and The Man-Made World (1911), in

which she distinguished the characteristic virtues and vices

of men and women and attributed the ills of the world to the dominance of men.
From 1909 to 1916, Gilman edited and published the monthly Forerunner, a magazine
of feminist articles, views, and fiction. She also contributed to other periodicals.
Gilman joined Jane Addams in founding the Woman’s Peace Party in 1915.

ANN BURLAK
1911 - 2002

Burlak was an influential, early female labor leader and
activist who led the way for female activism in the
workplace. She was known for being involved in textile
union organizations and strikes, especially in Rhode Island.
She fought for better wages, work conditions, unionization
to protect workers’ rights, and equal pay for women. She
was nearly deported for her political beliefs and advocacy

for free speech.
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National Association of Colored

Women’s Clubs (NACW) was a social

movement throughout the United States

which established the idea that woman

had a moral duty and responsibility to

transform public policy. Women's clubs

became very active in women's suffrage.

Organizations, dedicated especially to

suffrage, began to be formed after the

Civil War. As women's clubs grew, so did

suffrage organizations. African-American

women's clubs like the NACW not only

fought for women'’s suffrage, but also for the right of black men to vote.
Many black women were involved in groups like the National Woman
Suffrage Association (NWSA) and the American Woman Suffrage
Association (AWSA). Women involved in the National Baptist Woman's
Convention also supported suffrage.

“The world has never yet seen a truly great and virtuous
nation because in the degradation of woman the very
fountains of life are poisoned at their source.”

- LUCRETIA MOTT | American Abolitionist and Women's Rights Activist
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WOMEN AIRFORCE SERVICE PILOTS

* Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) were
established during World War |l, on August 5, 1943.

WASP flew a total of 60 million miles performing a variety of
missions. Although these women flew military aircraft, they were
considered civilians, and were not granted military benefits or burials.

WASP were granted retroactive military status in 1977,
and were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2010.
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THE DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY L —
(1765)

These women helped kick start the American Revolution and started
boycotting British goods. They encouraged the men to go against the
British and their taxes. The Daughters of Liberty were women of all ages
and social standing. Instead of using and drinking British tea, they made
their own, called Liberty Tea. Many women would work hand-in-hand

with the Sons of Liberty to create the Boston Tea Party.

L e

“With ladies on our side, we
can make every Tory tremble.”

- SAMUEL ADAMS

R. I. Equal Suffrage Association

.
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Organized for the sole object of Olwaining
VOTES FOR WOMEN
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WOMEN'’S SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION
(1868 - 1915)

This group joined with the College Equal Suffrage League and the Rhode
Island Women’s Suffrage Party to form the Rhode Island Equal Suffrage
Association. Notable members and founders of the association:

PAULINA WRIGHT DAVIS ELIZABETH BUFFUM CHACE
(1813 -1876) (1806 -1899)

This group was influential in supporting and educating RI citizens about
the right of women to vote. They continually pushed for legislation to
grant the vote to women in Rhode Island and hosted numerous
conventions to support the cause.
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WOMEN'’S LIBERATION UNION OF RHODE ISLAND
(1969 - 1984)

This group formed in the fall of 1969 by a group of women at
Brown University concerned with improving the status of
women in society. They developed through student activism
In the civil rights movement, the Vietham War, and the
publication of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique in 1963.
Through union-filed lawsuits, organized protests, distribution
of literature, and working with other agencies, they aimed to
achieve equal rights for women.
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RECEND
CAMPAIGNS

#METOO
2006/2017

Tarana Burke created the Me Too

movement back in 2006, but it

became globally recognized when
Alyssa Milano tweeted about it in
2017. The original purpose of this
movement was to empower women
through empathy, especially young

and vulnerable women. The goal
has changed and expanded. In
addition to compassion, there is
also a focus on determining the
best ways to hold perpetrators
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responsible and to stop the cycle #TIMESUP
of sexual assault. | 2018

e « = -  Time's Up is a movement against

“\ B sexual harassment and was
B R founded on January 1, 2018 by
. “agun® i ey 3
- - Hollywood celebrities in response

-
- -
= -
T -

to the Weinstein effect and
#MeToo movement.

“Gender as it functions today is a grave injustice.
| am angry. We should all be angry. Anger has a long
history of bringing about positive change. But | am
also hopeful, because | believe deeply in the ability
of human beings to remake themselves for the better.”

- CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE
| Author, Activist, TED Talk star

EQUAL PAY

2019

The U.S. WOMEN'S NATIONAL
SOCCER TEAM won their
fourth FIFA World Cup Victory
and were met with chants of
“Equal Pay” bringing the issue
to an international stage.

TOWARD GENDER EQUITY

IN POLITICS
2019

A record number of women are
sworn into the House of
Representatives. During the State
of the Union address, most wore
suffragette white. 102 women
hold seats in the House of
Representatives, comprising
23.4% of the 435 members Iin
2019. The women represent

34 states; 89 are Democrats and
13 are Republicans.
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of women are registered
to vote but only...

50.3%
of them actually voted

Rl ranks 33 out of all states Rl ranks 14 out of all states
for elder and dependent care for women elected into office

2020 - By embracing family-supported employment practices and public policies,
we will ride a wave of the continued engagement of women of all races and
ethnicities in the Ocean State economy, a wave that will usher in an era of
broadly shared prosperity, equity, and justice.

*Data provided by the Rl Economic Progress Institute and data from the U.S. government.
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ALTERNATIVES /e

It Is clear that many features of today’s economy are not working for
Rhode Island women. Four general approaches can be taken for
women (and men) in the workforce seeking changes in their work
lives to meet the needs of families better, and even the playing field
between women and men. We touch on each of the methods below,
including the positive (but not widely appreciated) impact of unions
as agents of change for women in the workforce.

EMPLOYERS STEP UP

Employers proactively recognize that it’s good for their workers, good for
the overall economy, and in most cases, also good for their bottom line to

offer employees decent employment conditions, family-supporting wages,

and benefits. While this approach won’t drive systemic changes alone,
there is considerable potential for leaders in the corporate world to raise
the bar for corporate behavior, while also being supportive of outside
efforts to raise the bar. A corporate audit will help result in family-friendly
policies, fair wages, and equitable treatment of women and men.

UNIONS AND SIMILAR FORMS OF COLLECTIVE ACTION

Another approach is for workers to demand a better deal for themselves
collectively. Rhode Island’s working women who are represented by
unions enjoy the advantages of union representation such as higher
wages, better employment benefits, and more workplace safety. Unions
also offer employers benefits; a unionized workforce generally has
high-performance standards and lower turnover rates.

GOVERNMENT REGULATION

Federal, state, and local governments set and enforce labor standards
that ensure that employees are rewarded fairly for their work. We’ve seen
this through labor standards like the minimum wage. A comprehensive
suite of policies aimed at supporting families, such as paid sick leave, paid
family leave, and supports for child care, living wages, and fair scheduling
will go a long way towards improving equitable treatment of women in
the economy.
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

The final approach is to support programming that assists more young
women in achieving high school graduation or GED certification, and
attaining a minimum level of training that allows them to enter STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) careers, which are in high
demand in Rhode Island and can provide higher entry-level pay and
benefits than typical entry-level jobs. Doing so will also help women to
succeed in a globalized, knowledge-based economy.

“When we Invest in women and girls,

we are investing in the people who

invest in everyone else.”
- MELINDA GATES | Philanthropist
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Special thanks to the students and staff of Roger Williams University Feinstein School
of Humanities, Arts & Education for the original concept of this project.




